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Y am writing to express the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s (ADF&G) support of System
Operational Request #2003-7 and #2003-8, The ADF&G has been working cooperatively with
several agencies and tribes in the Pacific Northwest with respect to research on the Columbia River
Summers (Summers) and Upriver Fall Bright (Brights) chinook salmon populations. Specifically,
we’ve finded research through the Columbig River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC) on the
life history of the Summers, the factors affecting the stranding, and estimates of the number of
stranded juvenile chinook salmon (both Summers and Brights) on the Hanford Reach. The ADF&G
believes that the request to provide flows equivalent to the Biological Flow Objective (135 Kefs
from April 24 through the end of June) is justified. Further, we believe that the request to your
agencies to limit flow fluctuations to those described in the SOR is reasonable to protect migrating
Juveniles. |

The stocks affected by these operations are jmportant to the Pacific Salmon Treaty and the ocean
fisheries of Alaska, Canada and the West Coast, as well as those on the Columbia River. The recent
studies of stranding in the Hanford Reach demonstrate the potential magnitude of the problem.
Implementation of System Operational Requests #2003-7 and #2003-8 should reduce that

magnitude. We also intend to work within the relicensing process to find other sensible means to
address the problem.

Sincerely,
[Cwen C.Cﬂ%

Kevin C. Duf@
Commissioner
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